
Remarks of Lt. Gov. Tim Murray on September 
10, 2007, at presentation of new Ten Most Wanted 
for failure to pay child support poster 

 
 
 
• Thank you all for coming.  

 
• Today we unveil the most recent poster of the “Ten Most Wanted” for unpaid 

child support. 
 

• These 10 do not represent those who owe the most in unpaid child support, but 
they do represent individuals who have been among the most willful in evading 
their responsibilities to their children and covering their tracks to hide their 
identities and wallets. 

 
• While literally thousands of non custodial parents do the right thing in supporting 

their children financially and emotionally, there are also thousands who have left 
their children and former partners without money, and, of equal importance, who 
have deprived their children of parental love and support. 

 
• The 10 who appear on this poster are representative of those who have abandoned 

their children and who have no apparent intention of meeting their legal 
obligation to pay child support for their own flesh and blood.  

 
• They have left an incredible burden for single parents to bear. 

 
• The 10 people on the new poster owe $646,913 – money their children could use 

for food, clothing and education. 
 

• Over the years these posters produced by the Department of Revenue’s Division 
of Child Support have proven to be an effective tool.  

 
• Since 1992, of the 113 faces appearing on the posters, 97 have been brought to 

justice and about $3.6 million in unpaid child support collected as a result. 
 

• I have no doubt these posters have also prompted some to pay up and not fall 
behind. 

 
• The posters have another purpose – to educate the public about the problem of 

non-custodial parents whose disappearance leaves families and children to deal 
with the double whammy of financial hardship and emotional heartache … no 
money, no phone calls, no visits, no gifts, no kind words of encouragement. 

 



• By going after these 10, we hope to send a strong message that this kind of 
behavior is irresponsible and has serious legal consequences.  

 
• We encourage anyone who knows anything about the whereabouts of these 10 to 

call the toll-free tip line at 1-888-926-8337. 
 

• The people on this poster all have left the Commonwealth and face criminal 
charges carrying sentences of up to 10 years in state prison or up to 2 ½ years in 
the jail or house of correction, or a fine of not more than $10,000, or both prison 
and the fine. Arrest warrants have been issued and the names of each entered in 
the National Criminal Information Center database.  

 
• If one is pulled over for going through a red light anywhere in the United States, 

and is using the name that is also on this poster, it will likely mean extradition to 
Massachusetts. 

 
• In addition to this poster, there are tools DOR employs daily to maximize child 

support collections and to make it harder for non-custodial parents to escape their 
responsibilities. 

 
• One of the most successful programs in recent years has been the suspension of 

professional licenses, as well as driving licenses, for those who are not paying. 
More than $100 million has been collected in this way since       .  

 
• DOR also uses an extensive array of data matches on everything from new hires 

to insurance settlements to put in place wage assignments or liens. 
 

• To keep non-custodial parents connected to their children. DOR administers 3 
employment programs for low-income noncustodial parents funded by the 
Department of Transitional Assistance and works closely with career centers and 
other employment programs throughout the state to ensure that all noncustodial 
parents have jobs that will support them and their children. 

 
•  Through its federal Access and Visitation Grant, DOR contracts with 

community-based organizations to provide cooperative parenting and responsible 
fatherhood education groups primarily to never-married noncustodial parents at 
community-based organizations and in correctional facilities. 

 
•  Through other federal grants, DOR created several responsible fatherhood 

programs that now sustain themselves through other funding - these programs use 
peer support groups and referrals to a wide variety of services to help low-income 
noncustodial fathers provide emotional and financial support for their children. 

 
• DOR also administers the federal Healthy Marriages grant that helps never 

married parents to build strong relationships for cooperative parenting and 
marriage. 



 
• We expect that as a result of this new poster, some of the Commonwealth’s worst 

child support delinquents will be located and brought to justice while others will 
be dissuaded from joining their ranks. 

 
• This is certainly not a victimless crime. There should be no place to run or hide 

from the consequences of not paying child support. Gone are the days when 
parking tickets were paid faster than child support. 

  
    


